FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
NEW YORK NATIONAL LACROSSE LEAGUE TEAM ANNOUNCES
LANCE BASLER AS ASSISTANT GENERAL MANAGER &
DIRECTOR OF LACROSSE OPERATIONS
Team name and logo to be unveiled on February 17 during the New York Open
at NYCB LIVE, Home of the Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum
NEW YORK, January 30, 2019 – The New York National Lacrosse League (NLL) team announced today that
Lance Basler has been named Assistant General Manager and Director of Lacrosse Operations for the franchise.
Basler, the former General Manager, National Teams for US Lacrosse, is the first hire for Head Coach and
General Manager Regy Thorpe’s staff. The New York NLL team was awarded to live events and sports media
entertainment company GF Sports and its affiliates (GF Sports) in December 2018 and will begin play this
December with home games at the newly renovated NYCB LIVE.
“I couldn’t be more excited to welcome Lance to our organization. Having someone with his background and
winning pedigree on our team is a huge pick up as we build out our staff,” said Thorpe. “He shares our vision to
build the team with a strong commitment to the community at our core, and Lance’s tireless work ethic and
organization will be a great fit as we look to hit the ground running.”
Basler will oversee all lacrosse operations for the team as well as development and management of the team’s
grassroots initiatives, which is a key area of focus for the new team as they work to establish strong ties in the
area through partnerships with the existing lacrosse community as well as other key youth sports organizations.
In addition, Basler will support Thorpe with scouting, player signings, trades and contract negotiations.
“This is an incredible opportunity, and I am thankful to Regy, Gary Fuhrman and the whole team at GF Sports
for the chance to be a part of not only building this New York franchise, but also supporting their commitment
to continuing to grow the sport of lacrosse at all levels,” said Basler. “After working with Regy the past two
years for Team USA, I have great respect for him and everything he has accomplished in the sport. I am excited
to work alongside him to create a team that embraces the community and spirit of New York.”
Basler and Thorpe will be on hand to officially unveil the name and logo for the team at a special event at
NYCB LIVE on February 17 on the final day of the New York Open, an annual men’s professional ATP
tournament owned and operated by GF Sports. To help determine the name, the team surveyed fans on their
website for feedback. In addition, the team plans to host a lineup of lacrosse clinics throughout the tennis
tournament in the exhibition hall (February 9 – 17).
Basler has worked in sports operations since 2011, most recently as General Manager, National Teams for US
Lacrosse. In that role, he led the administration and operations for the national teams program, which includes
both men’s and women’s senior and under-19 teams, as well as the men’s indoor team. During his four years at
US Lacrosse, Basler was part of three world champion teams – the U.S. Men’s National Team in 2018, U.S.
Women’s National Team in 2017 and the under-19 U.S. Men’s National Team in 2016. Prior to US Lacrosse,
Basler was Director of Football Operations for Louisiana Tech University where he managed the program’s
day-to-day operations. In addition, he previously served as Director of Player Personnel for the football program
at Middle Tennessee State University. Basler has a B.A. in Business Administration from University of
Washington and an M.B.A. in Sports Business Management from San Diego State University.
For more information on the New York NLL franchise, visit www.nllnewyork.com.

About GF Sports
GF Sports is a live events and sports media entertainment company created by New York-based private equity
firm GF Capital Management & Advisors, LLC. Formed in July 2015, GF Sports owns two of the ATP World
Tour’s longest running American tournaments, the New York Open and the BB&T Atlanta Open, as well as the
New York National Lacrosse League expansion team. In addition, GF Sports is the major shareholder in EEM
World, a global leader in equestrian event production that owns and operates the Longines Masters Series. GF
Sports also incubates new and emerging sport concepts utilizing its global expertise and network to help develop
niche sports. Such concepts include Wolf Pack Ninjas, which operates ninja-focused events globally. Veteran
sport, media and entertainment executive Hank Ratner is a co-investor with GF Capital across the company’s
various sports properties.
GF Capital makes control-oriented, growth capital investments in branded consumer product and media
companies, and its investments have included a number of sports and live entertainment companies. These
include Repucom, a global leader in sports measurement, evaluation and intelligence, which was sold to Nielsen
in 2016 and Blue Man Group, the world-renowned entertainment company which was sold to Cirque du Soleil
in 2017.
For additional information, please visit www.gfcap.com.
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